KETTON  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 

ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 
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Council  Offices, 

Ironmonger  Street 
STAMFORD. 


May,  1955. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Councillors  of  the 
Ketton  Rural  District  Council. 

Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report  for  the  Year  1954. 

There  has  been  a slight  increase  in  the  Birth  Rate  of  1.7  and 
Death  Rate  0.7  compared  with  last  Year. 

Infectious  diseases  notified  were  extremely  low  and  no  new 
cases  of  tuberculosis  were  reported. 

The  Water  Supply  from  the  Council's  Ryhall  Road  Bore  Hole  which 
is  chlorinated  at  source  has  been  adequate  in  quantity  and  quality. 

The  Ketton  Supply  from  Springs  has  also  been  satisfactory. 

10  Council  Houses  were  completed  during  the  year. 


I am.  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant 


W.  ANLEY  HAWES, 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 
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SECTION  A.  STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA . 


% 


Area  17.735  acres. 

Population  estimated  mid  1954  3110 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  from  Rate  Book  ....  980 

Rateable  Value  £13843 

Sura  represented  by  a Penny  Rate £53.538022. 


The  chief  industry  is  agriculture.  Other  employment  is  provided 
by  Cement  Works,  Agricultural  Machinery  Works,  Iron  Foundry  and  Quarries. 


EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR. 

M, 


Live  Births 


Total  55  28  27 
Legitimate  28  26 
Illegitimate  - 1 

Crude  Birth  Rate  per  1000  estimated  resident  population  14.4 


Comparable  Birth  Rate  per  1000  estimated  resident  population  15.5 

Still,  Bjrthg : - 


Total 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 


Deaths:- 


Total 


2 11 
1 1 
1 1 


26  14  12 


Crude  Death  Rate  per  1000  estimated  resident  population  8,3 

Comparable  D©ath  Rate  per  1000  estimated  resident  population 7.2 

MATERNAL  DEATHS ; - 


Deaths  from  Puerperal  Sepsis 0 

Deaths  from  Ofcher  Maternity  Causes  0 

DEATHS  OF  INFANTS  UNDER  L WEEKS  OF  AGE:- 

Total  3 3- 

Legitimate  3 

Illegimate  - - 

DEATHS  OF  INFANTS  UNDER  1 YEAR  OF  AGE : - 

Total  3 3- 

Legitimate  3 

Illegitimate- 

RECORDED  NUMBER  OF  DEATHS 

.Total 

Year  Deaths. 


1943  1 

1944  6 

1945  3 

1946 

1947  2 

1948  2 

1949 

1950 

1951  1 

1952  1 

1953  1 

1954  3 
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international  statistical  classification  of  diseases. 


INJURIES  AND  CAUSES  OF  DEATHS. 


Male  Female 

Tuberculosis  respiratory 

Tuberculosis  (other  forms)  

Syphilitic  Disease 

Diphtheria  

Whooping  Cough 

Meningococcal  Infections  

Acute  Poliomyelitis  

Measles 

Other  Infective  & Chrasitic  diseases  

Malignant  neoplasm  of  stomach  

Malignant  neoplasm  of  lung,  bronchus  - 

Malignant  neoplasm  of  breast  

Malignant  neoplasm  of  uterus  •••• 


Other  malignant  & lymphatic  neoplasm  1 1 

Leukaemia  & Aleukaemia 

Diabetes - 1 

Vascular  Lesions  of  nervous  system 3 1 

Coronary  diseases,  angina  - 2 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

Other  heart  diseases 2 4 

Other  circulatory  diseases  1 1 

Influenza 

Pneumonia 2 

Bronchitis 

Other  Diseases  Respiratory  system  - 1 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 1 

Gastritis,  Enteritis  & Diarrhoea  

Nephritis  & Nephrosis  - 

Hyperplasia  of  Prostate  

Pregnancy,  Childbirth  & Abortion  

Congenital  malformation  


Other  defined  and  ill  defined  diseases 4 1 

Motor  vehicle  accidents  

All  other  accidents  - 1 

Suicide - 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war 
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NET  DEATHS  FROM  STATED  CAUSES  UNDER  ONE  YEAR  OF  AGE, 


ANALYSIS  OF  CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  AND  DEATHS  THEREFROM. 


Total 

Cases 

Notified 

Cases 

Admitted  to 
Hospital 

Total 

Deaths 

Scarlet  Fever 

4 

Pneumonia 

4 

1 

+2 

Poliomyelitis 

- 

- 

- 

Erisipelas 

2 

- 

- 

Measles 

5 

- 

- 

Whooping  Gough 

- 

- 

Total 

. 

15 

1 

+2 

+2  cases  un-notified 


Total  under  1 year 


, 


' 
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AGE  DISTRIBUTION  OF  THE  NOTIFIED  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


TUBERCULOSIS. 


New  Cases  during  1953 


5 Pulmonary, 


FACTORY  ACT 


1.  Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health 

(including  inspections  made  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector). 


Number 

Number  of 

on 

Register 

Inspect- 

ions. 

Written 

Notices. 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted. 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections 

1,  2,  3,  4 & 6 are  to  be 
enforced  by  Local  Authorities. 

7 

11 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i) 
in  which  Section  7 is  enforced 
by  the  Local  Authority. 

12 

21 

(iii)  Other  premises  in  which  Section 

7 is  enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority  (excluding  out- 
workers premises). 

... 

Total 

19 

32 

- 

- 

2.  CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE  FOUND. 


(If  defects  are  discovered  at  the  premises  on  two,  three  or  more  separate 
occasions,  they  should  be  reckoned  as  two,  three  or  more  "cases"). 


Number  of  cases  in  which 
defects  were  found 

Number  of 
— cases  in 

Found 

1 

Remedied 

Refet 
To  H.M. 
Inspector 

a^d 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

which 

Prosecutions 

were 

Instituted. 

Want  of  Cleanliness 

2 

2 

— 

- 

Overcrowding 

- 

- 

- 

mm 

Unreasonable 

temperature 

Inadequate 

ventilation 

-» 

— 

* 

~ 

Ineffective  drain- 

age  of  floors 

- 

- 

- 

— 

Sanitary  Conveniences:- 

(a)  Insufficient 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

(b)  unsuitable  or 

defective 
(c)  not  separate 

for  sexes 

Other  offences 

against  the  Act 
(not  including 

Offences  relating 
to  Outwork). 

[ 

i 

Total 

3 

2 

- 

— 

■ 
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GENERAL  PROVISIONS  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  IN  THE  AREA. 


Nursing  in  the  Home • 

Provided  by  the  County  Council  under  the  National  Health  Service. 

General  Hospitals. 

Acute  and  Maternity  admissions  to:- 

Stamford  and  Rutland  Hospital  under  the 
Peterborough  and  Stamford  Hospital 
Management  Committee  of  the  East  Anglian 
Regional  Hospital  Board, 

Chronic  and  Long  Term  illnesses  to  either 

St.  George's  Hospital,  Stamford 

or 

The  Ashes,  Oakham, 


Isolation  Hospital. 

Infectious  cases  are  admitted  to  the  Peterborough  Isolation  Hospital 
under  the  Peterborough  Hospital  Management  Committee. 

Laboratory  Facilities. 

Provision  for  the  bacteriological  analysis  of  milk,  water  and 
pathological  specimens  is  made  by  the  Public  Health  Emergency  Laboratory 
at  the  Memorial  Hospital,  Peterborough  under  Dr.  D.H.  Fulton.  This  includes 
also  bacteriological  specimens  sent  by  the  National  Health  General 
Practitioner  Service. 

TREATMENT  CENTRES  AND  CLINICS. 

(a)  Provided  bv  the  Rutland  County  Council 

Child  Welfares- 


Ketton  - twice  monthly. 

Diphtheria  Immunisation : - 

Provided  under  the  General  Medical  Practitioner  Service  of 
the  Rutland  County  Council. 

(b)  Provided  bv  the  Regional  Hospital  Board. 

Tuberculosis 

Tuberculosis  cases  are  seen  at  the  Chest  Clinic  of  Stamford 
Hospital,  under  the  Consulting  Chest  Physician,  Dr.  C.B,  Royce. 

Weekly  Clinic  - Tuesdays  from  9.30  a.m. 

Stamford  & Rutland  Hospital. 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA . 

Water. 


Both  the  Council's  own  supplies 
Springs  have  been  adequate. 

It  has  not  yet  been  possible  to 


from  the  Ryhall  Bore  Hole  and  the  Ketton 
provide  a conducted  supply  at  Clipsham. 
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PREVALENCE  OF  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER  DISEASES. 


This  has  been  almost  a record  year  - with  no  fresh  cases  of  tuberculosis, 
no  whooping  cough  and  no  anterior  poliomyelitis  being  reported. 

No  cases  of  food  poisoning  or  other  diarrhoea  diseases  have  come  to  my 
notice* 

NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT. 

No  action  has  been  necessary. 

BED-BUGS  AND  PEDICULOSIS. 


No  action  has  been  necessary  for  dealing  with  bedbugs  or  pediculosis. 


Statistics  dealing  with  Housing,  Meat  and  Food  Inspections,  etc.,  are 
detailed  in  the  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report. 
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KETTON  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


SENIOR  SANITARY  INSPECTORS  REPORT  FOR  THE  YEAR  ~1W, 
for  incorporation  in  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officor  of  Health. 


T ABULAR  STATEMENT  OF  INSPECTIONS 


Housing 

Meat  and  Foods 

Factories 

Water  Supplies 

Refuse  Disposal 

Building 

Infectious  Diseases 
Miscellaneous 

TOTAL 

NOTICES  SERVED 

Issued 

Informal  4 

Statutory  7 

MEAT  AND  FOODS 


59 

113 

32 

125 

86 

111 

7 

334 

867 


Coijfed_Wjth 

3 

6 


The  end  of  meat  rationing  in  July  meant  that  the  Council  was  again  faced 
with  the  problem  of  private  slaughtering.  The  position  in  Stamford  being  very 
uncertain,  it  was  decided  to  licence  two  private  slaughter-houses  in  Ketton 
for  a period  of  twelve  months.  The  Stamford  Corporation  decided  to  operate  a 
Municipal  Abattoir  at  very  short  notice  and  it  has  subsequently  appeared  that 
the  needs  of  this  District  could  well  have  been  met  therefrom.  Nevertheless, 
the  two  slaughter-houses  in  Ketton  have  been  well  conducted  and  the  owners 
have  co-operated  to  the  full  in  all  matters  of  meat  inspection.  It  is  note- 
worthy that  no  cows  were  slaughtered  in  the  District  in  the  first  six  months 
of  private  slaughtering.  100$  inspection  has  been  maintained  although  the 
fact  that  the  number  of  carcases  examined  averaged  only  about  3 per  visit 
indicates  the  uneconomic  angle  of  maintaining  these  small  slaughter-houses,  at 
any  rate  as  far  as  supervision  and  inspection  are  concerned. 

The  meat  condemned  comprised  1 whole  carcase  and  offal  of  a pig,  2 pig's 
heads  and  tongues  and  1 pluck  and  2 bovine  heads  and  tongues  affected  with 
Tuberculosis  and  3 bovine  and  1 sheep's  livers  affected  with  abscesses.  The 
following  Table  gives  details  of  carcases  slaughtered  and  inspected,  the  total 
numbers  of  animals  slaughtered  being  250. 


CATTLE 

CALVES 

SHEEP 

PIGS 

No,  of  Animals  slaughtered 
and  inspected. 

49 

1 

130 

70 

Tuberculosis  On^y 

No,  of  whole  carcases  and 
offals  condemned 

1 

No.  of  carcases  of  which 
some  part  was  condemned 

2 

— 

- 

3 

Percentage  of  carcases 
affected  with  T.B. 

— _ 

4.08$ 

i 

- 

5.71$ 
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CATTLE 

CALVES 

SHEEP 

PIGS 

Diseases  other  than  T.B. 

No.  of  whole  carcases  and 
offals  condemned 

No,  of  carcases  of  which 
some  part  was  condemned 

3 

- 

1 

- 

Percentage  of  carcases  with 
diseases  other  than  T.B, 

6,12% 

— 

0.77% 

— 

1 

_J 

Other  Foods. 

It  has  not  been  necessary  to  condemn  any  other  food  in  addition  to  the 
meat  already  mentioned. 

Milk  and  Dairies. 

There  are  no  distributors  (non-producers)  operating  from  Dairy  Premises 
within  the  District. 

Milk  (Special  Designation)  Regulations.  19A9. 

Three  Supplementary  Licences  for  the  sale  of  Pasteurised  Milk,  three 
for  the  sale  of  Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  and  one  for  the  sale  of  Sterilised 
Milk  were  issued  during  the  year. 

FACTORIES 

The  number  of  premises  on  the  register  remains  unchanged,  and  no 
statutory  action  was  necessary  under  the  Factories  Acts  during  the  year. 

INFECTIOUS  PIS EASES f DISINFECTION  AND  PIS INFESTATION 

Investigation  and  appropriate  measures  of  disinfection  were  carried 
out  in  respect  of  4 cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  notified  in  the  Parishes  of 
Great  Casterton  (2),  Essendine  (l)  and  Ryhall  (l). 

One  house  was  disinfested  in  respect  of  an  infestation  of  fleas  in  the 
Parish  of  Ketton. 

HOUSING  INSPECTION 


No.  of  Visits  59 

No.  of  Houses  inspected.  38 

No.  of  Houses  inspected  and  recorded  29 

No.  of  Inspections  made  for  the  purpose  50 

No.  of  Houses  found  un^t  for  habitation  8 

No,  of  Houses  not  in  ill  respects  fit  21 

Remedy  of  Defects 

No.  of  Houses  repaired  as  a result  of  informal  action  9 

No,  of  Houses  made  fit  as  a result  of  accepting  undertakings  from  Owners  1 

No.  of  Houses  closed  as  a result  of  action  under  S.ll  of  Housing  Act  1936  2 

No,  of  Part  Houses  closed  as  a result  of  action  under  S.12  of  11  11  " 1 

No.  of  New  Cases  of  overcrowding  discovered  Nil 

No,  of  Cases  of  overcrowding  abated  Nil 

Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  Nil 
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Once  again  it  must  be  regretfully  recorded  that  the  progress  in  housing 
work  is  less  than  that  desired.  Owing  to  the  impossibility  of  obtaining 
temporary  qualified  assistance,  I have  been  without  such  help  for  nearly  five 
months  of  the  year  under  review,  and  thus  to  deal  with  any  other  than  day  to 
day  matters  has  been  out  of  the  question;  thus  it  is  not  possible  to  report 
any  tangible  progress  on  any  comprehensive  scheme  of  slum  clearance. 

The  new  housing  legislation  has  produced  new  duties  and  as  a result  of 
the  campaign  to  encourage  applications  for  Improvement  Grants  for  bringing 
old  properties  up  to  modern  standards,  four  such  applications  were  received, 
and  of  these,  two  were  approved  and  two  rejected  by  the  Council. 

The  Housing  and  Rents  Act  has  had  little  effect  in  the  District  and  up 
to  the  end  of  the  year,  no  applications  for  Certificates  of  Disrepair  had 
been  forthcoming. 

NEW  BUILDINGS. 

38  Plans  were  deposited  and  approved,  in  several  cases  after  amendment, 
under  the  Building  Byelaws  during  the  year,  and  included  those  for  4 houses 
to  be  erected  by  private  enterprise  at  Ketton.  A new  series  of  Building 
Byelaws  based  largely  on  the  Ministerial  Model  Series  was  approved  and  became 
operative  on  the  1st  February  1954*  10  Council  Houses  were  completed  at 

Ryhall  during  the  year  and "5  private  houses  comprising  3 at  Ketton  and  2 at 
Tinwell  were  also  completed, 

BUILDING  LICENSING 


The  gradual  easing  of  building  restrictions  continued  during  the  year 
and  this  control  was  terminated  on  November  10th.  3 licences  including 

those  for  2 houses  at  Ketton  were  issued  in  the  period  up  to  the  end  of 
licensing. 

MOVEABLE  DWELLINGS 


1 licence  was  issued  during  the  year  for  a moveable  dwelling  at  Ryhall. 
SCAVENGING 


The  combined  effects  of  labour  difficulties,  sickness  and  the  extremely 
bad  weather  resulted  in  considerable  arrears  in  collection,  with  consequential 
complaints.  With  a single  team  of  three  men  and  only  one  vehicle  and  trailer, 
there  is  no  margin  for  coping  with  such  a situation,  and  it  is  difficult  to 
see  what  can  be  done  to  improve  matters.  The  recruitment  of  labour  into  this 
service  is  very  difficult,  especially  when  it  embraces  the  collection  of  night- 
soil  but  the  target  of  a weekly  collection  of  house  refuse  and  night-soil 
throughout  the  District  represents  a standard  of  service  not  attained  by  many 
larger  authorities.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  with  the  coming  into  operation 
of  the  proposed  sewerage  scheme,  that  the  work  will  be  both  lightened  and  made 
less  incongenial  by  the  elimination  of  a good  deal  of  night-soil  collection. 

RYHALL  SEWERAGE  SCHEME 

The  first  of  the  Council's  major  sewerage  schemes  embracing  the  Parish 
of  Ryhall  with  Belmesthorpe  was  commenced  in  March,  and  good  progress  was 
made  although  it  was  not  possible  to  bring  the  works  into  operation  before 
the  end  of  the  year.  The  Council  offered  a system  of  free  connections  to 
boundaries  of  premises,  and  this  appeared  to  be  meeting  with  a good  response 
and  there  seems  a good  chance  of  largely  abolishing  the  emptying  of  closet 
pails  in  the  second  largest  Parish  in  the  District,  within  the  next  12  months. 

WATER  SUPPLIES 

The  submission  of  the  sewerage  scheme  for  the  Parish  of  Ketton  was  met 
by  a ministerial  request  that  this  should  be  accompanied  by  a scheme  for 
the  simultaneous  reconstruction  of  the  water  supply  without  which  it  appeared 
that  the  sewerage  scheme  could  not  effectively  function.  This  suggestion 
was  approved  by  the  Council  and  the  scheme  was  in  course  of  preparation  by 
the  Engineers  at  the  end  of  the  year. 
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WATER  SUPPLIES  (CONT'D). 

Progress  on  the  bore  at  Clipshara  was  so  unsatisfactory  that  the  Council 
decided  to  seek  Ministerial  guidance  on  the  matter.  There  has  since  been 
some  improvement  in  the  position  and  it  now  appears  that  the  bore  will  yield 
an  adequate  supply  in  both  quantity  and  quality. 

The  supply  at  Ketton  has  shown  some  slight  deterioration  in  bacterio* 
logical  quality  but  chlorination  has  been  maintained  at  all  times.  At 
Ryhall  there  has  been  an  abundant  and  good  supply  and  it  was  fortunate  that 
the  low  level  at  the  start  of  the  year  had  recovered  by  last  winter,  for 
two  major  bursts,  the  second  of  which  was  extremely  vexatious  in  tracing, 
caused  a considerable  loss  of  water. 

The  Oundle  and  Thrapston  scheme  which  will  supply  the  Parish  of  Tixover, 
was  commenced  during  the  year,  and  the  Ketton  R.D.C,  agreed  to  afford  a 
supply  for  the  Parish  of  Tickencote  in  the  Rural  District  of  Oakham,  the 
necessary  extension  of  mains  being  laid  by  the  Council.  With  the  completion 
of  the  Tixover  and  Clip sham  schemes,  the  water  supply  situation  throughout 
the  District  will  be  satisfactory,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  essential 
corollary  of  main  sewerage,  in  order  that  the  maximum  benefit  of  a good 
water  supply  may  be  enjoyed,  will  not  be  too  long  delayed. 

The  results  of  samples  taken  for  bacteriological  examination  from  the 
Ketton  and  Ryhall  supplies  are  summarised  in  the  following  Table 


TvDe  of  Water 

No.  of  Samples 

Satisfactory 

SusDicious 

Unsatisfactory 

Unchlorinated 

10 

4 

2 

4 

Chlorinated 

11 

10 

1 

_j 

sgd.  L.J.  Roll, 


August,  1955 


Senior  Sanitary  Inspector  & Surveyor, 
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